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Can  Yoit^^ft  There  From  Here? 


Boston  is  the  hub  of  mass  transporta- 
tion in  eastern  Massachusetts.  An 
extensive  network  of 
rapid  transit  and  com- 
muter rail  lines  radiates  to  the 
north,  west,  and  south.  This 
hub-and-spoke  system  works 
well  for  travel  to  and  from 
downtown,  but  the  lack  of 
a  'rim'  on  the  wheel  forces 
many  riders  to  go  into  town 
and  back  out  again  to  reach 
destinations  in  the  areas 
surrounding  the  downtown 
core.  This  indirect  routing 
adds  to  trip  time  and  subway 
congestion. 

People  who  live  in  com- 
munities that  ring  the  urban 
core,  as  well  as  those  who  live 
in  more  outlying  areas,  often 
must  transfer  between  tran- 
sit modes  to  complete  their 
trips.  For  example,  commuter 
rail  riders  into  South  Station 


require  two  transfers  to  reach  destinations 
on  the  Green,  Orange,  or  Blue  lines. 


Making  Transit  Connections 


The  Urban  Ring  would  be  the  only  MBTA  line  to  connect  with  all  existing  and  planned 
transit  lines.  The  "Ring"  would  speed  travel  times  and  extend  the  reach  of  transit  by 
connecting  with: 

•  All  commuter  rail  lines. 

•  The  Green,  Blue,  Red,  Orange,  and  Silver  Lines. 

•  More  than  half  of  all  MBTA  bus  lines. 
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A  Line  for 
All  Regions 

\  The  benefits  of  the 
Urban  Ring  extend  well 
beyond  the  six  'Ring' 
communities  through 
which  the  line  would 
pass.  By  linking  the  radial 
commuter  rail,  rapid 
transit,  and  bus  lines,  the 
Urban  Ring  will  cut  travel 
times  for  thousands  of 
commuters  throughout 
the  region.  The  goals  of 
the  Urban  Ring  include: 

•  Provide  direct  access 
to  many  important 
destinations  around 
the  downtown  core. 

•  Connect  with  regional 
commuter  rail  and 
transit  lines. 

•  Provide  higher  quality 
transit  in  areas  that  are 
currently  underserved. 

•  Reduce  congestion  and 
I  increase  capacity  in  the 
\     downtown  subway 

system. 

•  Improve  transit  travel 
time  and  reduce 
transfers. 

•  Expand  transit 
accessibility  to  people 
with  disabilities. 


Join  the  Ring  and  Get  Involved!  For  more  information  call  (617)  492-4996.  Call  (800)  439-2370  for  a  TTY  relay. 


Getting  'Around'  the  Region 


Where  would  the  Urban  Ring  run? 

The  Urban  Ring  is  a  14-mile  corridor  that 
contains  several  potential  transit  routes. 
Existing  railroad  and  transit  rights-of-way 
are  available  that  would  reduce  local 
impacts  and  costs.  North  of  the  C>harles 
River,  sections  of  the  line  could  be  built 
on  the  surface  without  using  local  streets. 
Other  sections  would  require  tunneling, 
notably  the  Charles  River  crossing  and 
the  Longwood  Medical  area. 

Do  we  really  need  it? 

As  many  as  150,000  people  a  day  would 
ride  some  portion  of  the  Urban  Ring.  In 
the  area  between  Sullivan  Square  and 
Ruggles  Stations,  the  number  of  riders 
would  be  similar  to  the  Red,  Green,  or 
Orange  Lines.  Without  the  Urban  Ring, 
subway  congestion  will  become  signifi- 
cantly worse. 

What  would  I  ride  in? 

Several  types  of  vehicles  are  being  eval- 
uated for  Urban  Ring  service — from 


Possible  Vehicles 


Buses 

Buses  would  travel  in  a  special  lane 
for  much  of  the  route.  They  would 
be  compatible  with  the  vehicles 
planned  for  the  MBTA's  South 
Boston  Piers  Transitway  and  Silver 
Line. 


modern  "articulated"  buses  that  bend  in 
the  middle,  to  light  rail  (Green  Line)  and 
heavy  rail  (Orange  Line)  trains.  Vehicle 
combinations  are  also  being  studied, 
such  as  light  rail  in  busy  sections  and 
buses  where  ridership  is  lower 


Will  transfers  be  easy? 

Most  stations  would  have  connecting  bus 
service,  and  many  would  provide  conve- 
nient transfers  to  rapid  transit  and  com- 
muter rail  lines.  For  example,  Sullivan 
Square  would  provide  connections  to 
commuter  rail,  the  Orange  Line,  buses, 
and  the  Urban  Ring,  as  well  as  facilities 
for  pedestrians,  bicycles,  and  parking. 


Light  Rail  Transit  (LRT) 

Light  rail  is  being  considered  in  two 
variations:  one  operating  mostly  at 
street  level,  and  one  with  more  under- 
ground sections. 


How  often  would  vehicles  come? 

Urban  Ring  vehicles  would  operate  at 
least  every  five  or  six  minutes  during 
rush  hour. 

When  would  it  be  built? 

One  major  advantage  of  the  Urban  Ring 
is  that  it  can  be  built  in  phases  over  sev- 
eral years.  This  can  begin  after  an  alter- 
native is  selected  and  environmental 
work  is  complete. 

What  will  it  cost? 

Depending  on  the  system  selected,  cap- 
ital costs  could  range  from  $1.2  to  $2.8 
billion.  The  system  would  be  a  "New 
Start "  transit  project,  eligible  for  partial 
federal  fimding.  The  T  is  exploring  sev- 
eral public/private  financing  strategies 
to  provide  the  local  share.  Funding 
sources  may  include  savings  from  the 
elimination  of  private  shuttle  buses, 
joint  development  at  stations,  and  sav- 
ings from  reduced  capital  investment  in 
parking  facilities. 


Rapid  Transit 

High-platform  trains,  like  the 
Orange  Line,  would  operate  in  a 
completely  separate  right  of  way 
and  draw  power  from  a  third  rail. 


Do  You  Travel  to  Any 
of  These  Places? 

The  Urban  Ring  passes  through  six  municipali- 
ties: Boston,  Brookline,  Cambridge,  Somerville, 
Everett  and  Chelsea.  Many  major  regional 
institutions  are  along  the  route,  including 
colleges  and  universities,  medical  centers, 
major  employment  and  commercial  hubs,  and 
cultural  and  recreational  attractions. 


•  JFK  Library 

•  U-Mass  Boston 

•  Bayside  Expo  Center 

•  Upham's  Corner 

•  Dudley  Square 

•  Boston  Medical  Center 

•  Ruggtes 

•  Roxbury  Com.  College 

•  Northeastern  University 

•  Wentworth  Institute 

•  Symphony  Hall 

•  New  England 
Conservatory 

•  Huntington  Theater 

•  Museum  of  Fine  Arts 

•  The  Gardner  Museum 

•  Mass.  College  of  Art 


•  Longwood 
Medical  Area 

•  Simmons  College 

•  Emmanuel 
College 

•  Fenway  Park 

•  Kenmore  Square 

•  Boston 
University 

•  MIT 

•  Kendall  Square 

•  Union  Square 

•  Museum  of 
Science 

•  Cambridgeside  Galleria 

•  Lechmere  Square 

•  Assembly  Square 


H  Educational 

■  Cultural 
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•  Sullivan  Square 

•  Bunker  Hill  Com.  College 

•  Everett  Center 

•  Chelsea  Center 


•  East  Boston 

•  Logan  Airport 

•  World  Trade  Center 

•  And  many  others  . .  . 


Rolling  Up  Their  Sleeves 

A  Working  Committee  comprised  of  citizens 
groups,  environmental  organizations,  institutions, 
businesses,  planners,  and  regional  associations 
guides  project  decisions.  Up  to  100  regular  par- 


ticipants attend  daylong  and  half-day  workshops  to  develop  and  review  potential 
options.  Large  public  meetings  and  numerous  smaller  community  briefings  are 
also  held  throughout  the  planning  process  to  receive  community  imput. 


Join  the  Ring  and  Get  Involved!  For  more  information  call  (617)  492-4996.  Call  (800)  439-2370  for  a  TTY  relay. 


To  Learn  More: 

•  Visit  the  MBTA  Web  site  at: 
http://www.mbta.com 

•  Call  (617)  492-4996 

•  Write  the  MBTA  Planning 
Department,  10  Parl<  Plaza, 
Boston,  MA  02116 


A  Link  to  the  Future 

The  Urban  Ring  is  being  coordinated  with  other  transportation 
improvement  projects,  including: 

•  South  Boston  Piers  Transitway        •  Washington  Street  Silver  Line 

•  North/South  Rail  Link  •  Green  Line  Improvements 

•  North  Shore  Commuter  Rail  Upgrades. 

At  Logan  Airport,  the  Urban  Ring  would  connect  with  Massport's 
Airport  Intermodal  Transit  Connector  (AITC)  shuttle  and  the  new  Blue 
Line  Station. 
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The  Next  Steps 

The  MBTA  will  complete  a  Major  Investment  Study  (MIS)  for  the  Urban 
Ring  in  1999.The  MIS  is  the  first  major  step  in  planning  for  federal  tran- 
sit projects  and  leads  to  the  selection  of  a  Locally  Preferred  Alternative 
and  a  Preferred  Investment  Strategy,  which  must  be  approved  by  the 
Metropolitan  Planning  Organization  (MPO).The  next  steps  include  pre- 
liminary engineering  and  the  development  of  an  Envirormiental  Impact 
Statement,  which  must  be  completed  before  final  design  and  construc- 
tion begin. 
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